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T heodore Nowick Obituary

Theodore Thomas Nowick was born August 6, 1930, on his family’s potato
farm just outside the town of King’s Park on Long Island, New York. He died October

3, 2025, in his room in Kendal at Oberlin’s Care Center.

Ted’s parents, Frank and Anna Nowick, both immigrated from Russia. His mother came with her
family in the late 1800s, and his father came alone in the early 1900s. They met on the lower East
Side of New York City, married, and somehow managed to buy the potato farm on Long Island.

Ted grew up on that farm with his four sisters and two brothers. He attended

 King’s Park public schools and then received a bachelor's degree from Syracuse University. He

worked for a while on Wall Street and then in the finance department of Colgate Palmolive,
before deciding to retire early.

He moved to Washington, D.C., in April of 1975. He met Robert Taylor in June of that year, and

the two have been together ever since. They were married in Cooperstown, New York, April 26,
2014.

Ted started his artistic career as a ceramicist. He studied for four years at the Corcoran Gallery

School of Art in Washington, D.C., first in the ceramics department and then in the sculpture
department. There, he began experimenting with large-scale clay pieces before moving into

abstract sculpture, working primarily in wood, stone, and metal. His most recent sculptural pieces
are mobiles made of a variety of materials, including metal, wood, cloth, paper, and rattan.

He studied art abroad at the University of Loughborough in England and, in this country, at the

State University of New York at Binghamton; at Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, New York;
and at the University of Maine in Orono. His artworks have been shown in Washington, D.C.;

Bethesda, Maryland; Annapolis, Maryland; Saratoga Springs; a number of places in Maine,
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including Orono, Portland, Kennebunkport, Blue Hill, Deer Isle, and Stonington; in Kailuum,
Mexico; and in Cleveland and Oberlin, Ohio.

In May of 1990, Ted received an award for excellence in studio art from the University of Maine.
For more than 30 years, beginning in the 1980s, he helped teach a course in three-dimensional

design as part of the summer art program at Skidmore College.

Ted and Robert moved from East Blue Hill, Maine, to Kendal at Oberlin in December 2003. Ted
immediately began his association with Ginko Gallery in downtown Oberlin, creating mobiles in

his studio at the back of the building and selling them in the gallery at the front. That first year, he
also started working with a group of Kendal residents to create decorations that he designed to

hang from the ceiling of the Kendal Auditorium as part of the community’s annual Spring Fling
in April.

Ted is survived by his husband, Robert Taylor.

In remembrance of Ted, memorial contributions may be made to the Kendal at Oberlin
Residents Assistance Fund.

To send flowers

to the family or plant a tree
in memory of Theodore Thomas Nowick, please visit our floral store.

Read More
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Tribute Wall Theodore Thomas Nowick
AUG  6, 1930 - OCT  3, 2025

AN A Memorial Tree Was Planted For Theodore Thomas Nowick posted:

A Memorial Tree was planted for Theodore Thomas NowickWe are deeply sorry for your loss ~ the

staff at Dicken Funeral Home & Cremation ServiceJoin in honoring their life - plant a memorial tree

April 22 at 8:55 AM

CN Chuck Holt (Nephew) posted:

I’m so sorry to hear the news . May god bless you and those who knew him , may he rest in peace

March 14 at 10:08 AM

WD With Love, John Hampshire And Julia Donnaruma posted:

A beautiful and heartful soul. We will miss your witty intelligence, savvy sense of humor, and our card

games with you and Robert. Our deepest condolences to him and the Kendall CommunityWith Love,

John Hampshire and Julia Donnaruma

November 12 at 6:54 AM

WD William Doane posted:

Mr TaylorIt was my very great honor these many years to know both you and Mr Nowick.Always a

smile and kind words and when time allowed a good conversation.A life very well lived and a

celebration moving to the next life.May God walk with you and keep you at this difficult timeBill

Doane RPh

October 13 at 9:06 AM

TP Tom & Dusty Putnam posted:

Heartfelt condolences. Tom & Dusty Putnam

October 9 at 2:54 PM

AP Ann Pilisy posted:

Robert, Beautiful story, great pic of Ted.I'm so happy to have known you and Ted since your move to

Oberlin.Many fond memories, your marriage reception, passage of marriage equality, rendezvous in

TulumSending you loveAnn Pilisy

October 9 at 5:37 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Theodore by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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